ESSAYS ON THE GITA

and our souls unstained for the law of strife and
destruction to die out of the world; that which is its
root must first disappear out of humanity. Much less
will mere immobility and inertia unwilling to use or
incapable of using any kind of resistance to evil,
abrogate the law; inertia, tamas, indeed, injures much
more than can the rajasic principle of strife which at
least creates more than it destroys. Therefore, so far
as the problem of the individual's action goes, his
abstention from strife and its inevitable concomitant
destruction in their more gross and physical form may
help his own moral being, but it leaves the Slayer of
creatures unabolished.

For the rest, the whole of human history bears
witness to the inexorable vitality and persistent pre-
valence of this principle in the world. It is natural
that we should attempt to palliate, to lay stress on
other aspects. Strife and destruction are not all; there
is the saving principle of association and mutual help
as well as the force of dissociation and mutual strife; a
power of love no less than a power of egoistic self-
assertion; an impulse to sacrifice ourselves for others
as well as the impulse to sacrifice others to ourselves.
But when we see how these have actually worked, we
shall not be tempted to gloss over or ignore the power
of their opposites.   Association has been worked
not only for mutual help, but at the same time for
defence and aggression, to strengthen us against all that
attacks or resists in the struggle for life. Association
itself has been a servant of war, egoism and the self-
assertion of life against life.  Love itself has been
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